
 

 

 
 
 
                   ILLAWARRA BIRDERS Inc. 
                   EmaiI: lllawarrabirdersinc@gmail.com  
                   Website: www.illawarrabirders.org 
 
 
 
AVIAN INFLUENZA  
 
 
Avian Influenza is an infectious disease of birds caused by strains of Influenza A virus. It 
affects poultry and wild birds and can be spread to mammals including humans. 
 
HPAI H5 clade 2.3.4.4b is a strain of high pathogenicity avian influenza (HPAI) that is being 
closely monitored by Australian authorities due to the potential risk of spread to Australia. 
Australia is the only continent that has had no reported outbreaks of this strain. 
 
DO NOT TOUCH OR PICK UP AN INJURED, SICK OR DEAD BIRD. KEEP PETS AWAY. 

 
Report the sighting to: 
  

• Emergency Animal Disease Hotline on 1800 675 888 
• Record what you see, date/time and the location of the animal/symptoms and take 

photos or video 

 
 
Symptoms may include 
 

• incoordination, tremors, swimming in circles 
• twisted necks or other abnormal posture 
• inability to stand or fly 
• diarrhoea 
• difficulty breathing, coughing or sneezing 
• swelling around the head, neck and eyes 
• cloudiness or change in colour of the eyes, and 
• sudden death. 

 
 
If you are in the Illawarra also send an email to Trudy Costa, Coastal Environment Officer, 
Wollongong Council 
tcosta@wollongong.nsw.gov.au 
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